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Introduction
· With the current advancements in society, people continually seek to gain skills and knowledge that will aid in their income generation and personal and professional growth. 
· Initially, everyone aimed to graduate from high school and join college to attain their degrees; however, attending trade school, also known as a vocational training school, avails similar opportunities but is continually ignored and not considered.
· Attending trade school compared to college has various benefits that also facilitate the acquisition of necessary education and currently marketable skills. These benefits are based on five primary factors: the cost, length of study, impact of the training acquired, dropout rate, and the labor market.
Points Supporting the Argument
· Depending on one’s educational needs, vocational training schools present a variety of opportunities beneficial in one’s aim to gain personal and professional growth and a source of income.
· The benefits of trade schools compared to college are better understood based on various factors, including the cost, length of study, the impact of the training acquired, dropout rate, and the labor market.
1. The Cost
· The cost of attending trade school is often more affordable than attending college, including all other expenses involved.
· Currently, college education costs are high, and when one studies relying on education loans, they end up graduating with high debts (St-Esprit, 2019). However, in trade school, the cost incurred is less, and in the case of debts, they are also less.
2. The Length of the Study
· Programs offered in college typically take four years to attain a degree, while those offered in trade schools take less than two years to complete.
· In a trade school, one gains the required skillsets and joins the workforce almost immediately after they undergo training. Therefore, by the time a college graduate leaves school, the trade school student will have gained more than two years of experience in the workforce.
3. Impact of the Training Acquired
· Education acquired from both institutions is essential and relevant in the current society; however, with the increasing demand for high precision skills, students from trade schools are continually needed.
· An excellent example of a similar case is based on my experience, whereby in my twelve years of experience, most of the experience has been gained as part of a job achieved based on vocational training rather than a collegiate learned opportunity.
· According to Renold et al. (2018),the education and skills acquired from trade school and college often have different impacts due to the different teaching styles employed. Consequently, workers from vocational training often have high precision skills as compared to those from college.
4. Dropout Rate
· About 40% of all students admitted to colleges end up not completing the four years and gaining the degree due to various factors associated with the cost of the education. However, the registered dropout rates in trade schools are at the minimum.
· Studying in colleges comes about with various responsibilities that many students freshly from high school are often not ready. Consequently, this increases their chances of dropping out; for instance, college mostly requires book smart people due to the high reading done in the institutions (St-Esprit, 2019). However, on the other hand, in trade schools, the chance of dropping out is often low since the finances required are often not high, and the training offered mostly involves practical skills.
5. Labor Market
· The labor market is continually changing, and with more advancements in society, there is a need for there to be experienced and skilled workers to address the more technical issues in the different fields.  Most of the required knowledge and experience is acquired in trade schools, as compared to colleges.
· Although college graduates often earn more than workers from trade schools, it is often essential to consider the training offered in the trade schools and the relevance in society. Therefore, instead of primarily focusing ourselves and our children on attending colleges, it is also essential to consider taking them to trade schools to gain the skillsets and training to fill in the job gap requiring the skills.
Conclusion
· Trade schools have various benefits that should be considered when making conclusions to acquire tertiary education based on factors such as the cost, length of study, impact of the training acquired, dropout rate, and the labor market. 
· Although most people often aim to attend college after graduating from high school, trade schools should also be considered since they offer similar opportunities but are continually being ignored.
· When most people focus on gaining a college education, they may incur high expenses and not complete the four years, misusing resources. However, considering trade schools presents an alternative to gain essential skills in the labor market.
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